
Safe Work Procedure for Working at height near high voltage powerlines

Date and Time: 
Location: 
Project Type: 
Main Contractor: 
	
Objective and Scope: This safe work procedure specifically addresses the hazards associated with working at height near power lines for the residential construction project at 71-73 Royal Road, Massey, Auckland, managed by Indelible Holmes. It aims to ensure the safety of all workers, particularly those working at height in close proximity to power lines.
Hazards:
1. Electric Shock: Contact with power lines can result in severe electric shock or electrocution.
2. Arc Flash: Accidental contact or arcing near power lines can cause arc flashes, resulting in burns or injuries.
3. Overhead Obstructions: Overhead power lines may obstruct the movement of scaffolding or equipment, leading to collisions or entanglements.
4. Structural Collapse: Incorrectly installed scaffolding or platforms may collapse if not properly secured, posing a risk of falls or injuries.
5. Weather Conditions: Adverse weather conditions, such as high winds or rain, can increase the risk of falls from height or electrocution near power lines.
6. Equipment Malfunction: Malfunctioning or defective equipment, such as ladders or harnesses, may increase the risk of falls or injuries.
7. Inadequate Training: Workers may lack proper training in working at height or recognising the hazards associated with power lines.
8. Unauthorised Access: Unauthorised personnel accessing scaffoldings or elevated work platforms near power lines may increase the risk of accidents or incidents.
Risks:
· Injury: Failure to mitigate the hazards associated with working at height near power lines can lead to serious injuries or fatalities.
· Electric Shock: Workers may suffer from electric shock or electrocution if they come into contact with power lines.
· Property Damage: Accidental contact with power lines or structural collapse of scaffolding may result in property damage.
· Work Delays: Incidents involving power lines may lead to work stoppages, causing delays in the construction schedule.
Controls:
1. Maintain Safe Distance: Ensure that scaffolding or elevated work platforms are erected at a safe distance from power lines as specified by regulatory requirements and company policies.
2. Conduct Site Surveys: Prior to erecting scaffolding, conduct site surveys to identify the location of power lines and establish exclusion zones.
3. Install Warning Signs: Erect warning signs indicating the presence of power lines and reminding workers to maintain a safe distance.
4. Use Non-Conductive Materials: Construct scaffolding and platforms using non-conductive materials to minimise the risk of electric shock.
5. Provide Proper Training: Ensure that all workers receive training in working at height and recognising the hazards associated with power lines.
6. Use Fall Protection Equipment: Require workers to wear appropriate fall protection equipment, such as harnesses and lanyards, when working at height near power lines.
7. Monitor Weather Conditions: Suspend work near power lines during adverse weather conditions, such as high winds or lightning storms, to minimise the risk of accidents.
8. Restrict Access: Implement measures to prevent unauthorised personnel from accessing scaffoldings or elevated work platforms near power lines.
Responsibilities:
· Management: Indelible Holmes is responsible for ensuring that proper safety measures are in place, conducting risk assessments, and providing necessary training and equipment for scaffolders.
· Scaffolders: All scaffolders are responsible for adhering to safety instructions, using provided PPE and tools correctly, and reporting any safety concerns or incidents.
Do's:
· Conduct Risk Assessment: Before erecting scaffolding near electric lines, scaffolders must conduct a thorough risk assessment to identify hazards and implement appropriate controls.
· Wear PPE: Scaffolders must always wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), including insulated gloves, safety helmets, and high visibility clothing.
· Communicate: Scaffolders must maintain clear communication with other workers and supervisors regarding scaffold erection activities and any changes in the work environment.
Don'ts:
· Don't Enter Exclusion Zones: Scaffolders must avoid entering exclusion zones around electric lines unless authorised and properly trained.
· Don't Use Conductive Equipment: Scaffolders must not use conductive tools or equipment near electric lines, as they can increase the risk of electric shock or arc flash incidents.
Emergency Procedures:
· If Contact Occurs: In case of accidental contact with electric lines or equipment, scaffolders must immediately cease work, evacuate the area, and contact emergency services.
· First Aid: Scaffolders must provide first aid to affected individuals if safe to do so, and ensure that medical assistance is summoned promptly.
Training Requirements:
· Electrical Safety Training: All scaffolders working near electric lines must undergo electrical safety training to understand the risks associated with high voltage systems and how to mitigate them.
· Emergency Response Training: Scaffolders should receive training in emergency response procedures, including how to respond to electric shock incidents and arc flashes.
Documentation and Record-Keeping:
· Training Records: Indelible Holmes must maintain records of scaffolders' training on electrical safety and emergency response procedures.
· Incident Reports: Scaffolders must document any incidents or near misses involving electric lines, including details of the event, actions taken, and recommendations for prevention.

Review and Revision Process:
· Regular Review: Indelible Holmes must periodically review this safe work procedure to ensure that it remains up to date with current regulations, industry standards, and best practices.
· Feedback Mechanism: Scaffolders should provide feedback on the effectiveness of safety measures and any suggestions for improvement.
Communication and Accessibility:
· Training Sessions: Indelible Holmes must conduct regular training sessions to educate scaffolders on safety procedures when working near electric lines.
· Display SOPs: Post this safe work procedure and relevant safety information in prominent locations where scaffolders can easily access and reference them.

Employee Acknowledgement of Understanding:
I hereby acknowledge that I have read and fully understand the safe work procedure for working at height near power lines. I understand the hazards, risks, and controls outlined in the procedure, and I am committed to adhering to them to ensure my safety and the safety of others on the job site.
I recognise the importance of following these guidelines to mitigate the risks associated with working near power lines and to maintain a safe work environment. By signing below, I affirm my commitment to implementing the procedures outlined and to actively promoting a culture of safety within our organisation.

Employee Signature:

Date:



